Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners’ Journal
2014, EIGHTIETH MEETING 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM

                                    

                                                     
   Girard, KS Friday, November 7, 2014, 10:00 AM
The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.

Commissioner Bob Kmiec served as the presiding officer. 
Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance.
County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 
Chairman Kmiec led the pledge of allegiance.
UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (14-265) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood that the consent agenda be approved including:

1. Approval of the November 4, 2014 minutes of the Board of Commissioners and

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood
Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved. 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS
The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:
	Motion 14
	262
	That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the October 31, 2014 minutes of the Board of Commissioners.

	Motion 14
	263
	To adopt Resolution #2014-030, a Resolution to amend, change or modify the existing use on property owned by Evans Motors, Inc. and to approve a land use to allow for an extension to the existing business located at 1295 S 220th St, Pittsburg, KS with stipulations.

	Motion 14
	264
	To approve the Addition of Coverage for Autism Services to the Contract for Health Insurance Coverage with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas.


UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
            NEW BUSINESS FOR CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
Item One:  Ms. Christy Mitchell, Blue Cross/Blue Shield presenting finalization of contracts for 2015. Commissioner Carl Wood was answered that the charges for services in 2015 was estimated to increase from 3.5% to 6.0% based on the levels of coverage selected by the employee.  There was a discussion of how different groups are rated and how their premiums are set based on claims history and industry trends for both fully insured and self funded groups.  There was a discussion of some of the factors that affect the actual amount of claims that are incurred by our group.
There was also a discussion of the fees that will be assessed for the Transitional Reinsurance Program that was part of the Affordable Care Act.  County Clerk Don Pyle stated that his office had been working with BC&BS to submit the correct numbers for number of lives insured through the county health insurance plan and that the fee will be transmitted to the federal government in January of 2015.  
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On motion (14-266) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to approve the contract with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas for the 2015 calendar year. 
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed. 

Item Two:  Mr. Bob Chambers, Cook, Flatt & Strobel addressing biennial bridge report.  Mr. George Finikel of Cook, Flatt & Strobel told the commissioners that the work currently being done on the bridge on 590th Street is nearing completion and that the concrete deck has been poured.  Mr. Finikel also discussed that the weather will dictate if the asphalt work can be completed this year.  Commissioner Wood was answered that the asphalt base might be completed and possibly the asphalt surface if the temperatures are high enough for that work to be completed when the project is ready for asphalt.
Mr. Chambers stated that there are 240 bridges in the county that are listed and need to be inspected at least every 2 years.  Mr. Chambers discussed some the numbers in the report on all of the bridges in the county and there was a discussion of the load rating and the maximum load for the bridges.  Mr. Chambers stated that the load rating is for all day use but most of the bridges can carry a heavier load once in a while but not continuously.  There was a discussion of how to evaluate bridges for replacement and that bridges should be expected to last about 75 years unless there are other factors that make the bridge a candidate for replacement.  
Mr. Chambers reviewed the entire report with the commissioners and stated that they have identified 12 bridges that will need to be replaced soon and the estimated cost should be around $5,000,000.  The master list was discussed and it was stated that the county has only 3 Fracture Critical bridges in the county.  There was also a discussion of the different programs that KDOT uses to help counties pay for the replacement of bridges each year and that those funds have been reduced over the last few years and that there are a few bridges selected each year from the entire state.
There was a discussion of having some engineering studies done on bridge replacement so that the county could have something ready for submission when a grant program becomes available.  The commissioners asked Mr. Chambers to work with Road & Bridge Director Liz Hart to look at bridges that could have plans developed for replacement so that they could be ready for a possible grant submission.
Mr. Chambers also discussed the Summary Table that has some brief information on each of the bridges in the county.  Mr. Chambers and County Asphalt Foreman Randy Chiartano discussed the pros and cons of resurfacing concrete bridges with asphalt.  There was also a discussion of the enforcement of load limits on bridges and truck routes.  The commissioners thanked Mr. Chambers for the information on bridges.
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIAL
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
NEW BUSINESS:
Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the publication of Amended 2014 Budget for Fire District Number 4 with a hearing date of November 25, 2014.  Mr. Pyle explained that the fire district had started 2014 with nearly $10,000 more in their cash carryover from 2013 than was expected due to reduced spending in 2013.  They have used some of those funds to purchase a truck that is used to help battle grass fires and for the match portion needed to pay for their equipment purchased through the countywide Air Pack Grant Program that was awarded to Crawford County.  Mr. Pyle stated that they have the funds available to pay for these expenses but they need to have their 2014 budget amended so that they have the authority to spend those funds. 
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On motion (14-267) of Commissioner Kmiec and the second of Commissioner Moody to approve the Publication of the 2014 Amended Budget for Crawford County Fire District Number Four with the Budget Hearing scheduled for November 25, 2014.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.

Item Two:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding a real estate listing agreement for Fire District Number 2 to allow them to represent the fire district in the possible sale of this property in Franklin that was originally purchased by the fire district several years ago as the location for a fire station.  It was discussed that there is an interested buyer for this property and the realtor needs to have this listing agreement approved and signed so that they can represent the county and fire district in this transaction. 
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On motion (14-268) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to approve the Real Estate Listing Agreement between Crawford County Fire District Number Two and Cobb Realty, Inc., and Authorize the Chairman to Sign.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.


Item Three:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding setting up a work session with Deffenbaugh and Dennis Meier to discuss the work being done on the old landfill north of Frontenac.  The commissioners asked Mr. Emerson to set up a work session with these parties to discuss the old landfill property. 
Item Four:  Commissioner Carl Wood regarding the 2014 General Election and the errors that were made in the posting of Unofficial Results on election night.  Mr. Wood wanted the other commissioners to think about ordering a hand recount of the ballots from the Church of Christ polling place to verify the numbers from election day at that polling place.  It was discussed that this type of action could not be ordered until the commissioners meet as the County Board of Canvassers which would be on Monday, November 10 at 9:00 AM.  There was a discussion of how the recount should be set up and what arrangements would need to be made. 
Commissioner Wood asked that Mr. Pyle explain exactly what happened that ended with the results from the wrong media card for Church of Christ Polling Place being loaded into the election results.  Mr. Pyle gave a detailed and lengthy description of the events that led up to this error.  Mr. Pyle stated that they were asked about the results for a couple of races looking low and they also noticed that the turnout levels looked a little low as well.  He stated that a review of the precinct results revealed that only the ballot test deck numbers had been added for the precincts in the Church of Christ Polling Place.   

There was a discussion of the possible ways that this can be accomplished and that this should be done with no cost to taxpayers.  County Counselor Jim Emerson discussed some of the scenarios that the canvassers can order for this recount.  The commissioners asked that Mr. Pyle contact both party chairs to ask for suggestions of individuals to serve on the counting boards.  
UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS
Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the October 2014 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. Pyle reviewed the Clerk’s Report and the Change in Expenditures Report for October with the commissioners.  Commissioner Wood asked that this report be tabled until the next commission meeting so that he can review this more thoroughly.  
Item Two:  Commissioner Bob Kmiec regarding the review of an early retirement program and the erection of the materials storage building.  Commissioner Wood stated that he would like a little more time to review these issues before making a decision. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           EXECUTIVE SESSION
Item One: Commissioner Wood requesting an Executive Session to discuss personnel issues that involve non-elected personnel.
On motion (14-269) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson.
Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec, Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.
The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:53 AM and reconvened the Open Session at 12:07 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
Under the heading future business and announcements
FUTURE BUSINESS:
Item One:  November 10, 2014, 9:00 AM – Meeting of the Board of Canvassers to canvass the votes for the 2014 General Election with the Regular Meeting to follow immediately.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Item One:  November 11, 2014 – The Crawford County Courthouse will be closed in observance of Veteran’s Day and the County Commission Meeting is cancelled.
Item Two:  November 12 & 13, 2014 – Kansas Association of Counties Conference in Wichita.  All three Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Three:  November 14, 2014 – Mr. Bill Hirschler, Voya-Ing, presenting a proposal for services to county employees. 
UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment
On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to adjourn the November 7, 2014 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 12:09 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood

Nays: 

Present but not voting: 

Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.
In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners:
__________________________
Don Pyle
County Clerk
<>
This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken by DPP on 11/7/2014 at 12:09 PM, Amended by DPP on 11/9/2014 at 12:45 PM
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